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  EDITORS NOTES


  Books discussing the history of the Cold War depict Noel H. Field as the epitome of the spy who betrayed and renounced his country. The first adaptations of his life were published in the Cold War era, and presented his career as the story of the red agent who left the United States. One of the first works that summarized Fields life up to the show trials was a book written by journalist Flora Lewis, which described Noel Field as a red pawn being maneuvered on a chessboard (a political, diplomatic chessboard).1 With the help of his brother Hermann, Lewis book eventually reached Field, who was by then living in Hungary: he took long and furious notes detailing the imaginary or real mistakes the author had committed.2


  Noel H. Field did not live to see the downfall of the Soviet regime, so he obviously couldnt experience the special attention that was given to his case again once the system collapsed. When former state socialist countries opened their archives, researchers unearthed a row of documents that were previously kept secret. Noel Fields fate first stirred interest in Hungary; the files of his trial were thought to reveal the secret diplomatic skirmishes and hidden spy stories of the Cold War era. In Hungary it was Mária Schmidt who first described these documentsconnected to one of the most well-known Cold War spy sagas, the story of Alger Hiss.3 The documentary film directed by the German Werner Schweizer was perhaps the most intuitive adaptation of Fields life story.4 The films historical expert Bernd-Rainer Barth and his co-editors published a volume in German, which focused on the show trials and released several sources primarily related to those (the editors of the German publication included almost all documents accessible in Hungary that referred to Fields life between 1949 and 1956).5


  Besides the above, several further analyses were completed, studying the historical significance of Noel Fields figure; these mostly depicted him in the black and white role of treacherous red spy, but also as the victim of the East Central European show trials.


  The most recent examination of his role in the show trials was carried out by Tony Sharp.6 However, in truth, nothing points to the possibility that the State Security files discussing the Field trial would reveal secrets that would bring us closer to the solution of any great historical enigmas, or even provide us with a key to Fields personal history. Noel Field did not live to read these works, but it is obvious that he wouldnt have found his perspectives and opinions in these either. It also remains questionable whether a historian can research, reveal or showcase these at all.


  Journalist Kati Marton, whose father had personally known Noel Field and his family, wrote a detailed biography that applied a more personal tone, and also took into account the motives of its protagonist.7 Fields siblings, those members of the Field clan who found themselves in the spotlight of history, also published their account of the familys story.8 These publications help us better understand the Field saga, just as the memoir by Erica Glaser Wallach does.9 Field also wrote about his own life on several occasions; his most exhaustive retrospection, which is included in this book, was published in the journal Mainstream.


  This documentary volume also aims to showcase his personal, actual history, examining it from a closer perspective. Our intention is to present Noel Fields life through the intersection of personal fates. His path crossed with that of his foster daughter, Erica Glaser Wallach, and it is interesting to contemplate this intersection from their common starting pointthe time of their meeting and the enthusiastic and resolute communism of the 1930show far the winds of history blew them from each other: what extraneous and often times accidental historical factors, and what inner, personal reasons lay behind their withdrawal from their views at the time. Following this introductory essay, which investigates in detail the historical and personal reasons behind the events, we will present a selection of documents related to the life of Noel H. Field and his foster daughter, Erica Glaser Wallach.


  The majority of the documents came from various Hungarian archives. The Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security contains the State Security documents regarding the detention of Noel Field and his wife Herta Field, their testimonies, and Noel Fields notes penned in prison. All of the couples personal documents, correspondence and photographs were shipped to the Archives of Political History and of Trade Unions after Herta Field passed away.10 Among these there are notes Field only jotted down for himself, texts that he wrote under duress in prison, and also his statements and articles composed for publication at the time. We have selected material that we believe best documents the development of Noel Fields personality, and the storyline of the experiences and impacts that affected him. As these documents testify, by the end of his life Noel Field doubtlessly became a prisoner of communism both in a physical and a psychological sense. In this book we complemented the archives records with other sources published at the time, which, as a counterpoint to Noels story, show how the Fields foster daughter Erica Glaser Wallach progressed with her life. She was able to leave behind the communist-created world and settle in the United States on the other side of the Iron Curtain, where, from a distance, Noel Field followed her life with careful attention all along.


  These texts showcase the psychological processes taking place in the protagonists heads while they were trying to find their way in the storms of history. The Iron Curtain not only cut Europe into two halves, but also managed to permanently tear apart the two characters of our story. These documents might make understandable, or at least describable, the wanderings of a committed communistduring which he gave up and lost his personalitywithin the turmoil of history on the one side (East), while on the other side (West) we can follow the story of the woman who renounced and left behind the communist ideology and searched for her own identity instead. Reading the at many times intersecting narratives, we will discover a novel of two storylines, while the personal history of the Cold War slowly unfolds in front of our eyes.


  *


  We have applied the 20th century procedure for publishing documents. Letters, memoirs, interviews, essays, State Security reports and obituaries were organized in chronological order, but in order to indicate connections between certain sources, we labeled them with so-called edited titles, denoting the genre and the subject of the documents. Reference and data related to their creation and nature are noted after each document. Texts originally written in English were not modified in their language or style: we only corrected some spelling mistakes. We also aimed to keep the original style of the Hungarian archive sources, and of Noel Fields notes and testimonies written in German. When he wrote in English, Noel Field applied a curious mix of British and American spelling. When translating his documents originally written (or preserved) in other languages (Hungarian or German), we tried to follow Fields rulesalthough naturally in many cases we could only guess the exact spelling he would have used. In order to help the reader understand the sources (and facilitate the use of the book), we included an index as well as numerous explanatory notes regarding events, names, data and locations mentioned in the documents.


  Several people contributed to the release of this book; we would like to thank Gergő Bendegúz Cseh, Júlia Csikós, Frank T. Zsigo, Julianna Horváth, Balázs Kántás, Alexandra Knob, Veronika Mátis and Balázs Orbán-Schwarzkopf for their useful advice and the indispensable help they provided in the publication of this book.


  INTRODUCTION


  Intersecting Lives: Darkness at Noon, Light at Midnight


  Erica Wallach published her memoir Light at Midnight11 in 1967, recounting her experiences in the Gulag. The title of her book also held a reference to Arthur Koestlers novel Darkness at Noon.12 The character of Koestlers protagonist Nicholas Rubashov13 showed many similarities to Ericas stepfather, Noel H. Field, who remained a committed communist until the end of his days.14 Their life stories can be approached with regards to the historical context (the world of the Cold War), but also through a so-called psycho-biographical analysis of their conscious and unconscious mechanisms, their personal decisions and actions setting the course of their lives.15 In historiography, psychohistory primarily took shape as a research of historical motivation following mainstream antecedents. Its point is to understand the individual acts dissolving in great historical occurrences (and in this way render the occurrences themselves more understandable). Group fantasies later affect individuals in different ways, but according to deMause they are initially born from individual notions, and as suchcompared to thesepersonal motives lying in their background can be easily mapped.16


  Reading the documents collected in this publication and studying Noel Fields biography, the reader can ask not only what happened and exactly when, but also why it all happened. What external historical, social, cultural reasons, and what inner personality traits decided his fate? What connections can we discover between the micro-level of individual acts and the macro-level of historical events, if we turn our attention to examining historical motivation?


  1 LEWIS, FLORA: Red Pawn. The Story of Noel Field. The Strange History of an American Caught Up in an International Communist Intrigue. Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, New York, 1965.


  2 PSZL [Politikatörténeti és Szakszervezeti LevéltárThe Archives of Political History and of Trade Unions] VI. F. 903. P. u. 61. Documents of Herta and Noel Field.


  3 SCHMIDT, Mária: Noel FieldThe American Communist at the Center of Stalins East European Purge: From the Hungarian Archives. American Communism in History. Routledge. 3 (2) December 2004. 215245.


  4 SCHWEIZER, Werner: Noel Field, Invented Spy /Noel FieldDer erfundene Spion /documentary film/, 104 min, 1997.


  5 BARTH, Bernd-RainerSCHWEIZER, Werner: Der Fall Noel Field. 1. k.: Schlüsselfigur der Schauprozesse in Osteuropa [The Case of Noel Field 1: Key Figure in the Show Trials in Eastern Europe]. 2007; BARTH, Bernd-RainerSCHWEIZER, Werner: Der Fall Noel Field. 2. k.: Asyl in Ungarn 19541957 [The Case of Noel Field 2: Asylum in Hungary 19541957]. 2007.


  6 SHARP, Tony: Stalins American Spy: Noel Field, Allen Dulles and the East European Show-Trials. Hurst, London, 2014.


  7 MARTON, Kati: True Believer. Stalins American Spy. Simon & Schuster, New York, London, Toronto, Sydney, New Delhi, 2016.


  8 FIELD, Hermann H.FIELD, Kate: Trapped in the Cold War: The Ordeal of an American Family. Stanford University Press, Stanford, California, 1999; [German edition: FIELD, Hermann H.FIELD, Kate: Departure Delayed, Stalins Geisel im Kalten Krieg. Europäische Verlagsanstalt, Hamburg, 1996.]


  9 WALLACH, Erica: Light At Midnight. Doubleday, New York, 1967. [German edition: Licht um Mitternacht: Fünf Jahre in der Welt der Verfemten. Piper Verlag, München, 1967.]


  10 Documents of Noel and Herta Fields case preserved at the ÁBTL [Állambiztonsági Szolgálatok Történeti LevéltáraHistorical Archives of the Hungarian State Security] 2. (State Security documents not connected to organizational units) 1. (Documentary material from the former closed archives) I (Rajk case) 106. Documents of Herta Field, ÁBTL 2.1. I107 Documents of Noel H. Field; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/1; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/a; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/b; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/c; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/d; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/e; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/f; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/g; ÁBTL 2.1. I107h; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/i; ÁBTL 2.1. I107/j. Documents of Noel and Herta Field preserved at the Archives of Political History and of Trade Unions: PSZL VI. (Personal collections, memoirs) F. 903. P. u. 1154. Documents of Herta and Noel Field.


  11 WALLACH, Erica: Light At Midnight.


  12 KOESTLER, Arthur: Darkness at Noon. Macmillan, London, 1940.


  13 Nicholas Salmanovitch Rubashov is the protagonist of the novel.


  14 Literature and source material related to the Field family is rather extensive. When putting together our story, we relied on the following academic literature and archival documents: FIELD, Hermann H.FIELD, Kate: Trapped in the Cold War: The Ordeal of an American Family; Marton, Kati: True Believer. Stalins American Spy; Noel FieldDer erfundene Spion [Noel Field, the Invented Spy] /documentary film/; BARTH, Bernd-RainerSCHWEIZER, Werner (eds): Der Fall Noel Field. 12. [The Case of Noel Field 12]


  15 ERIKSON, Erik H.: Young man Luther: a study in psychoanalysis and history [1st ed.]. Norton, New York , [1958]; STROZIER, Charles B.OFFER, Daniel (eds.): The Leaders: Psychohistorical Essays. Plenum, New York, 1985; COCKS, GeoffreyCOSBY, Travis L. (eds). Psycho/History: Readings in the Method of Psychology, Psychoanalysis & History. Yale University Press, New Haven, 1987.; BÁLINT, Ágnes: Télemakhosz bolyongásai. Németh László pszichobiográfiája (19011932) [The Wanderings of Telemachus. Psychobiography of László Németh (19011932)]. Kronosz Kiadó, Budapest, 2012.


  16 DEMAUSE, Lloyd: Historical Group Phantasies, Journal of Psychohistory, Vol. 7 (1979), pp. 170; DEMAUSE, Lloyd: Foundations of Psychohistory. Creative Roots, Inc. New York, 1982, p. 138.
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