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          „You can judge a democracy by the way it treats its minorities.”


          Mahatma Gandhi


          (Landauer 2004:7)
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          Preface


          “No, not a scarf, Miss, but a neck-scarf that is.” These were the words of a Gypsy girl more than thirty years ago: the words of a pupil of my grandma, who spent her life teaching children in a village-school throughout her life. I remember my nanny quoting this sentence time after time when she explained why it is challenging to teach reading and writing to those children whose concepts, ideas and linguistic frames differ from those of the majority of our society. Most probably this is the first memory that I can recall which made me feel that helping others through education would be an integral part of my future career.


          During college years I had chances to experience what educational possibilities children with social handicap both in and outside Hungary have. As a sophomore student I could spend a short time in England and our partial education there included a week long teaching practice. Little did I know at that time that as I taught minority students of various ethnic and cultural backgrounds on the 5th grade of the Tiverton Road School in Birmingham I actually put into practice the pioneer educational policies (i. e. inclusion) of the city (Potts 2003:190). Two years later in Városföld – Tanya, Hungary a rural farm school became the scenario of my final teaching practice. I was a student teacher of a dozen 3rd and 4th graders – in one classroom for six weeks in a location that became totally uninhabited later during the second half of the 1990s.


          After graduating from college in the first primary school where I taught English a colleague of mine once declared: “You know what your problem is: you’re too reactive to social problems”. Actually, he was right. Children from the S.O.S. village (an artificial settlement for orphaned kids) in Kecskemét, unemployed citizens, teen-agers of blocks or villages, regardless of their age – I had always worked with socially disadvantaged people in general and in adult education for more than a decade prior to my years in academia. And due to demographic facts there have always been Roma among them.


          As for the Gandhi Secondary Grammar School and Boarding (Gandhi School) I became familiar with the existence of this unique institution offering Romani/Gypsy national/ethnic minority education during the years I was majoring Curriculum Development at the University of Pécs – at the department I have been a tenured lecturer of for some years now. A classmate of mine, later the deputy of the Gandhi School for a while, told me about the school so I visited it a few times, talked to then director Mr Bogdán and as soon as they needed a teacher of English I applied for the job and obtained it.


          The year I started working in “the Gandhi” was a milestone in the history of the institution: the first year students passed their A-levels. And not only did they pass: they went on with their studies or found work – quite big issues for young Roma in 2000, Hungary.


          Teaching English to kids was not my only activity at the school. I taught adults at the department of the school that gives second chance to those who had dropped out from school as teens, mentored teenagers discussing their everyday problems weekly and also visited their families in their villages.


          Driven by the interest of a wider context (i.e. relevant policies of education, political changes of the era, consciousness of the feature of national minority education regarding the Roma/Gypsies, sociological and psychological aspects of the target group of such education) of what I had been doing for the past years out of my curiosity no cats were killed but my PhD dissertation was compiled.


          As prior to my doctoral studies in the field of sociology of education I had worked for the Gandhi School (between 1999 and 2004), within the environment in which I was conducting my research (2006-2010) I was known. Issues of access to the field, as Hirsch and Gellner describe (2001:4-6) are usually left out from research reports, although they arise concerning boundaries. Without the support of the headmistress of the school between September 1999 and June 2009, I could hardly have access to data, such as institutional documentation, informants of my interviews or questionnaire essential to the research I conducted.


          The present monograph is a result of my relevant findings as a researcher but contains elements I experienced as a school teacher. However, it definitely does not aim at adding to the canon of naive scholars (Kovalcsik – Réger 1995) and targets to offer the Reader a book that includes much more than a teacher’s memoire. In Chapters 1-5 the most important features and outcomes of my research on Romani/Gypsy national minority secondary school education in Hungary during the Transition Years may be read whereas Chapter 6 compiles pieces of the author concerning the Gandhi School prior to her academic involvement in sociology of education. Although Chapter 7 offers a concluding part of my findings, I invite the Reader to a journey that would not end by the last page of the book.


          August 2013, Pécs, Hungary


          The Author

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          3 GandHistory


          The Gandhi School celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2014, so it is timely to think about its history. As the institution is still the only school of its kind supported by the state, investigating its story, its representation and the lessons it can teach us is well worth doing. The investigation in this chapter is being done through an analysis of national and local papers, the tools of written media that reach out to the most people countrywide.


          First I introduce both my primary and secondary sources: the papers themselves and the sources where the collections of these papers can be found. Next I give an overview of papers that have been dealing with the school, followed by an outline of focus points of the school’s history that are represented in the news. Finally I emphasise a series of articles on a still relevant issue: the exact concerns and nature of Gypsy/Roma national minority education.


          The results represented are a combination of contact analysis and explanatory text conversion: I summarize the explicit and implicit messages of the “Gandhi story” represented in the media.


          3.1 Primary Sources: News


          It is almost a cliché that the role of media is becoming more and more determining regarding public opinion. Papers influence and manipulate our interests, our ways of thinking and our judgement making ideas. Framing and shaping our attitudes is partly the responsibility of journalists. The “Roma picture” suggested by the papers in Hungary was first investigated in the late 80ies (Hegedűs 1987). The author analysed more than two hundred articles written in the country’s press in 1985-1986. Later a new generation of academics investigated the representation of the Gypsies in the media (Bernáth and Messing 1998). While these studies show Roma representation in general, the innovative approach of the present chapter is that it seeks for the story of one single institution of the Gypsy people.


          There have been four quality national daily papers in Hungary for many decades after the Second World War: Népszabadság (Liberty of People), Népszava (Words of People), Magyar Nemzet (Hungarian Nation) and Magyar Hírlap (Hungarian Newspaper). The profile of these papers have changed a lot during and after the Transition Years but the “great four” remained the leading dailies for a long while concerning the number of people reading them (Table 3).
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          Table 3: Number of Readers of Hungarian Dailies (in Thousands) (Juhász 2003)


          Népszabadság used to be the paper of the Hungarian Socialist Working Party before the political changes of 1989-1990. This daily is still the most read quality paper, up till today it reserved its leftist profile. Magyar Nemzet used to belong to an organisation (Hazafias Népfront: Popular Front of Patriots) that was created to unite progressive intelligentsia, those not belonging to the state party but still acceptable in times of “soft socialism”. The paper became a liberal one during the Transition Years but changed its profile to a radical rightist one during the second conservative governance between 1998 and 2002 and so it continues since then (Rádai 2004). Magyar Hírlap was concerned as a semi-official paper of the government before the political changes and after the system change it took a liberal profile as well. Later on this daily vanished for a while but by today it reborn as a conservative paper. Népszava, the once daily of trade unions has become the smallest national paper by today. Amongst regional papers my main source is (Új) Dunántúli Napló (<New> Transdanubian Daily). This paper, which is read mainly at the South Western part of Hungary is more popular than the national Magyar Hírlap or Népszava: the number of its readers reached 160 thousand by early 2008 (Nemzeti Média Analízis 2008).


          3.2 Secondary Sources: Collections


          Collections always mean tremendous help to researchers as they save a lot of time that otherwise would be spent in the archives. On the other hand collections, most of the time, have more or less significant incompletion as they are created by human beings who by nature are never perfect. During my research I could rely on four collections, different in size, time period and type of collectors. Two of these sources can be connected to the employees of the Gandhi School, whereas the other two are those of outsiders’.


          The smallest, still important source I used is a thick folder belonging to one of the first teachers of the Gandhi School, who today is the head of the Department of Romology and Sociology of Education, Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pécs, Dr. Orsós, Anna. Her folder (1992-2009) contains only the most important articles from regional and national papers concerning the publicity of the Gandhi School and those relevant in Roma educational policies from the earliest time of my interest up till today. My second source is the relevant collection of the Library of the Gandhi School. According to the librarian, Ms Pallos, this folder is a database that has been created by teachers of the school in a very simple way: “whoever whenever sees whatever in the written media that can be connected to the school brings in the original copy of it, a photocopy is made and put in a file in order of appearance”. This collection started as early as 1992 (therefore it is the richest source of mine regarding the first five years) and has been expanding since then. The most significant shortcomings of these sources are that the exact dates of the articles are not referred to in most cases and the pages of publications are missing most of the time. When authors or other publication details (i. e. dates) are unknown I indicate it with ‘n. d.’ (no data) in my references. In some other cases only the initials of the authors may be found as references of the articles. Still, the folder of the Library of the Gandhi School is an essential source concerning the early history of the institution.


          As for the outsiders’ collections the most complete relevant one is the Minority Informative (Kisebbségek Baranyában: Tájékoztató a kisebb-ségekről általában, valamint a Baranya megyei kisebbségekkel foglalkozó sajtóközleményekről, cikkekről, könyvekről), a monthly published prospectus of the Baranya County Library (Csorba Győző Baranya Megyei Könyvtár). The history of this collection was recalled in an interview with a retired librarian of this institution, Mr Surján who used to be in charge of the periodical. Due to a local act issued on the situation of Baranya County minorities, (172/1995. XI.4.) the library started to create a database from 1997. Their intention was to collect the bibliography of all relevant articles, studies and books and publish those in a monthly prospectus from the time being. The collection contains information about all national minorities that have their own self-governments in Baranya County: Bulgarians, Gypsies, Greeks, Croats, Polish, Germans and Serbs). Generally one unit contains 70-100 items, each one with a short annotation in Hungarian. In the time of the research the source could have been reached from the homepage of the library in pdf files. When searching for the history of the Gandhi School the researcher could find the relevant articles through reading the annotations concerning the Roma national minority.


          The other subtype of the outsider’s sources is the online archives of the national and regional dailies examined. These archives are different in accessibility (data valid August, 2009) regarding the starting date they are available from and the quality of search possibilities they offer. The homepage of Népszabadság offers its archive only since January, 2008 and word search is more efficient here than that of phrases. Népszava sells its digital archive from January 2004, so one cannot get access to the paper’s articles online published before that particular date. The online archive of Magyar Nemzet is available since April, 2000, search possibilities here are complex and reliable. Magyar Hírlap offers its archive online from January, 2000 though the collection of the printed articles contains a selection of articles only. From January, 2002 the online archive of Dunántúli Napló is accessible as well, search for words is a better option for researchers in this collection than that of phrases.


          3.3 Written Media about the Gandhi School in General


          While compiling this text I have examined more than a hundred articles. Among these articles there are publications of numerous genres: interviews, reports, coverage, panels and messages. There are several forms of press releases that have been focusing on the school and the events that can be connected to this institution since the intention of starting the school became public (April, 1992) up till today. Amongst these written media we can find Hungarian:


          – weeklies, such as Heti Világgazdaság (Weekly World Economics), 168 óra (168 Hours), Magyar Narancs (Hungarian Orange), Hetek (Weeks);


          – educational journals, as Köznevelés (Public Education), Fejlesztő Pedagógia (Conducting Education);


          – University and youth papers: Faktum (Facts), KIDS, Pécsi Campus (Campus of Pécs);


          – national minority papers: Barátság (Friendship), Amaro Drom (Our Road), Világunk (Our World);


          – national monthlies, such as Kritika (Critics) and Beszélő (Talker);


          – and a county paper of Baranya: Diskurzus (Discourse).


          One can also find articles published in English, German and French both in and outside Hungary. The ones in English are published in educational journals such as The American Educator and the European Journal of Intercultural Studies. Articles in French and German appear in dailies or weeklies: Le Monde, Der Spiegel, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Frankfurter Rundschau, Budapester Zeitung, Pester Lloyd.


          Though the sources are rich, in the present work we concentrate on the most read Hungarian papers described as primary sources. Articles examined can be listed according to particular focuses such as the following themes and topics:


          – formation of the Gandhi Foundation (1992);


          – finding a place for the world’s first Roma national minority school (1992-1993);


          – “school start” (1994);


          – the Gandhi Foundation becoming a Public Foundation (1996);


          – financial issues;


          – philosophies behind the institution;


          – portraits of the teachers of the school;


          – necrology of an emblematic director, Mr Bogdán (1999);


          – initiation ceremony of the gymnasium of the school (1999);


          – first secondary school leaving exams (2000);


          – opening ceremony of the real school building (2002);


          – 10th anniversary of the school – library extension (2003);


          – everyday life of the school;


          – the school as a (mostly symbolic) venue;


          – complaints of citizens living in the neighbourhood of the school;


          – debates about the school’s directorship in the 15th school year (2009).


          In the following compilation we are not dealing with the details of each of these events, however the list gives us a framework of the history of the school that can be traced back when one is reading the relevant articles. This time our focus is on the beginning, our concern is the school’s story until 1997. Although in the present work I only concentrate on the starting point of the school, there are topics related to the institution that seem not to have changed during the past two decades. The following issues are investigated in order of logic not necessarily in order of appearance of the articles.
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